Social 30IB Fascist Italy

Read Kennedy, Paul, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers, pp. 376 - 385 and answer the following questions (each question is out of 5 marks based on understanding).

1.
According to Kennedy, it seemed as though Italy under fascism had found a way out of the chaos of post war Europe.  Explain.

2.
How did Italy’s military spending in the 1930s compare to the western democracies?

3.
What according to Kennedy was the key to Italy’s economic weakness in the early 1920s?

4.
What evidence is there that there was a prominent north/south split in Italy during this period?

5.
How was Italian agriculture “backward?”  What was the effect of this on the economy as a whole?

6.
What is Kennedy’s evaluation of the tariff protection afforded by policies such as autarky and the Battle for Wheat?

7.
How was the Italian economy dependent on the British?

8.
How does Kennedy link Italy’s economic weakness with her poor military performance?

9.
How was the technological nature of warfare changing during this period and to what extent was Italy able to keep pace with it?

10.
Describe Italy’s military spending during the 1930s relative to the other Great Powers.

11.
What effect did the Abyssinian and Spanish campaigns have on Italy’s military strength?

12.
What is Kennedy’s assessment of Italy's military personnel in the 1930s?  What reasons does he give for this?

13.
How was Mussolini a “strategic liability of the first order?”

14.
Summarize Kennedy’s assessment of Italy as a Great Power on the eve of World War II.

