Social 30IB - The Soviet Economy in the 1930s

Stalin’s Five Year Plans

I.
Read pp. 762 - 770 in Palmer & Colton, A History of the Modern World and make your own notes on these pages.

II.
Read pp. 414 - 423 in Kennedy, Paul, The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers and answer the following questions to be taken up in class.

1.
What were the important questions facing British and French decision-makers regarding the USSR in the inter-war period?

2.
How had Russia/USSR changed economically in the years 1914-1921?

3.
According to Kennedy, what were Russia’s traditional economic weaknesses?

4.
What is Gross National Product (GNP) (you might have to consult other sources if you don’t know what this is).

5.
Why is the portion of a countries GNP devoted to private consumption important?

6.
Explain the “ . . . two contrary, yet predictable economic consequences from this extraordinary attempt at a socialist ‘command economy.’”

7.
What was the overall effect on the USSR’s manufacturing output and national income of the two five year plans?

8.
What were the continued deficiencies in the Soviet economy?

9.
What were the effects of the purges on the Soviet economy?

10.
Analyze the Soviet defense budget during the 1930’s.  How and why did it change?  What were the consequences for military production?

11.
How did the purges affect Soviet military strength by the end of the 1930s?

12.
What conclusions does Kennedy draw with regards to the relative economic/military power of the USSR at the end of the 1930s?
