Soc 30IB - The Cuban Revolution

Read chpt 1 -3  in Castro by Sebastian Balfour and be prepared to discuss the following questions.

1. What does the opening quotation mean?

2. How had US capital “recolonized” Cuba after it gained independence from Spain (pp. 7 - 8)?

3. Who was Jose Marti and what was his significance to Cuban nationalism?

4. What, according to Balfour, were the “twin blights” of the Cuban republic? (pp. 13 - 14)

5. Describe the revolution of 1933.

6. How did Castro’s upbringing not conform to regular class system in Cuba?

7. Who was Grau and what was the Autentico?

8. Describe Castro’s student activism.

9. Why was the University of Havana a hotbed of political activity?

10. Why did Batista seize power in 1952?

11. How were Castro’s ideas of politics influenced by the myths of Cuba’s past?

12. How did Castro respond to Batista’s 1952 coup?

13. Why is the east/west divide in Cuba essential to understanding the revolution? (p. 37)


14. Analyze Castro’s plan to capture the barracks at Santiago in 1953.  What was the outcome?

15. How does Balfour’s assessment of the episode contradict the orthodox view?

16. Why was Castro released from prison in 1955?

17. What was Castro’s plan for returning to Cuba after he left for Mexico?

18. Why did Castro seek an alliance with the Cuban Communist revolutionaries?

19. Who was Ernesto “Che” Guevara and how did come to Castro’s cause?

20. Explain the importance of both the geography and the social structure of  the Sierra Maestra mountains to the guerrilla war which Castro embarked upon in 1957.
