European Union Timeline

For centuries, Europe was the scene of frequent and bloody wars. In the period 1870 to 1945, France and Germany fought each other three times, with terrible loss of life. A number of European leaders became convinced that the only way to secure a lasting peace between their countries was to unite them economically and politically.

1946-1949

· 19 January 1946, the British Prime Minister Winston Churchill calls for a "kind of United States of Europe" in a speech he gives at the Zurich University.

· 1949, France, Great Britain and the Benelux countries decide to set into place a Council of Europe and ask Denmark, Ireland, Italy Norway and Switzerland to help them prepare the statute of such Council.

1950

· 9 May, in a speech inspired by Jean Monnet, Robert Schuman, the French Foreign Minister, proposes that France and Germany and any other European country wishing to join them pool their Coal and Steel resources ("Schuman Declaration").

· 3 June, Belgium, France, Luxembourg, Italy, the Netherlands, and Germany subscribe to the Schuman declaration.

1951

· 18 April, the Six (Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands) sign the Treaty of Paris establishing the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC).

1952

· 27 May, the Six (Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands) sign in Paris the European Defence Community (EDC) Treaty.

· The ECSC Treaty enters into force. Jean Monnet is appointed President of the High Authority and Paul-Henri Spaak of the Common Assembly.

1954

· 8 December, The Council of Ministers of the Council of Europe adopts as it emblem the blue flag hosting 12 golden stars.

1957

· 25 March, the Treaties establishing the European Economic Community (EEC) and the European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom) are signed by the Six (Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands) in Rome as of today they will be referred to as the "Treaties of Rome".

1958

· March the first session of the European Parliamentary Assembly is held in Strasbourg, France. Robert Schuman is elected President of the Assembly. The first Council regulation sets up German, French, Italian and Dutch as the official languages of the Communities.

1959

· 8 June, Greece applies for association with the EEC.

· July, seven countries of the Organisation for European Economic Co-operation (OEEC), namely Austria, Denmark, Norway, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom, decide to establish a European Free Trade Association (EFTA).

· Turkey applies for association with the EEC.

1961

· July, Ireland, the United Kingdom and Denmark formally apply to join the European Communities.

1962

The Parliamentary Assembly decides to change its name into European Parliament.

· April, Norway formally applies to join the European Communities.

1963

· General de Gaulle, President of the FrenchRepublic, states that France doubts the political will of the United Kingdom to join the Community. A few days later, negotiations with all applicant countries are suspended.

1964

· December, the Association Treaty signed by the EEC and Turkey enters into force.

1965

· 8 April, the Treaty merging the executives of the three Communities (ECSC, EEC, Euratom) is signed in Brussels. It will enter into force on July 1, 1967.

· 1 July, France breaks off the negotiations on financing the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). The French Government recalls its Permanent Representative. For the time being, the French Delegation will not take part in Council's or Permanent Representatives Committee's meetings.

1966

· January, Luxembourg Compromise is reached. France, after operating an "empty chair" policy for seven months, resumes its place in the Council in return for retention of the unanimity vote in the Council when major interests are at stake.

1967

· The United Kingdom re-applies to join the Community. It is followed by Ireland and Denmark and, a little later, by Norway. General de Gaulle is still reluctant to accept British accession.

1970

· June, negotiations with four prospective Member States (Denmark, Ireland, Norway and the United Kingdom) open in Luxembourg.

1972

· 22 January, Denmark, Ireland, Norway and the United Kingdom sign their Treaties of accession to the European Communities.

· 25 September, a referendum is held in Norway on the country joining the European Communities. The majority is unfavorable to accession.

· Following the vote, the Norwegian Government declares that Norway will not bring the accession ratification Bill before the Parliament.

1973

· 1 January, Denmark, Ireland and the United Kingdom join the European Communities.

1975

· 5 June, the outcome of the British referendum reveals that 67.2% of voters are in favour of the United Kingdom remaining a member of the Community.

· 12 June, Greece formally applies to join the European Communities.

1976

· 27 July, negotiations for the accession of Greece to the Community open formally.

1977

· 28 March, Portugal formally applies to join the European Communities. 28 July, Spain formally applies to join the European Communities.

1978

· 4-5 December, a European Council is held in Brussels, Belgium. It establishes the European Monetary System based on a European currency unit (the ECU) and the Exchange Rate Mechanism (ERM). The Ecu, which was originally a unit used for the Community internal budget, takes on some of the characteristics of a real currency and is also used, for example, in travellers' cheques and bank deposits. The ERM is a system, which gives national currencies a central exchange rate against the Ecu. Each currency can fluctuate above and below this rate within certain boundaries. All the community's members apart from the UK join the ERM at this time.

1979

· 5 February, Spanish accession negotiations formally open in Brussels.

· 28 May, the acts relating to Greece's accession to the Communities are signed in Athens, Greece.

· June, the first elections to the European Parliament by direct universal suffrage are held.

· 17-20 July, first part-session of the directly elected Parliament is held in Strasbourg, France. Ms Simone Veil is elected President by an absolute majority in the second ballot.

1981

· 1 January, Greece becomes the 10th member of the European Community.

1982

· 23 February, in a consultative referendum, Greenland, which became a member of the European Community as part of Denmark, opts for withdrawal from the Community.

1983

· The European Deputy Altiero Spinelli presents to the European Parliament a draft treaty establishing the European Union.

1984

· February, the draft Treaty on the establishment of the European Union (Spinelli draft) is passed by the European Parliament by a large majority.

1985

· 12 June, the Accession Treaties of Spain and Portugal are signed.

· 2-4 December, a European Council is held in Luxembourg. The Ten agree to amend the Treaty of Rome and to revitalise the process of European integration by drawing up a Single European Act.

1986

· 1 January, Spain and Portugal join the European Communities.

· 17 and 28 February, the Single European Act modifying the Treaty of Rome is signed in Luxembourg and The Hague.

· 29 May, the European flag, adopted by Community institutions, runs up for the first time in front of the Berlaymont building to the music of the European anthem.
